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SUBJECT: AMOCO OPERATIONS IN GULF OF SUEZ: MESSAGE TO 
FAHMY 

1 . PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM ME TO FAHMY. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

- I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT I HAVE REACTED TO THE ISRAELIS 
IN STRONG TERMS FOR THEIR HARASSMENT OF AMOCO DRILLING 
OPERATIONS ON AUGUST 31. AS YOU KNOW, WE HAD SENT THE 
ISRAELIS A FIRM WARNING NOT TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE 
AMOCO DRILLING RIG, ONCE WE HEARD THAT THE HARASSMENT HAD 
BEGUN, AND ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING I SENT THEM A STRONG 
PROTEST ABOUT IT. 

- YOU SHOULD ALSO KNOW THAT WE WERE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
HAVING THE DRILLING RIG LEAVE THE SITE. WE HAD INDEED 
BEEN CONCERNED THAT AMERICAN CIVILIANS MIGHT BECOME 
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THE EGYPTIAN GUNBOATS THAT WE UNDERSTOOD WERE BEING SENT 
TO THE SCENE, AND WE CONSIDERED THAT WE MUST SUPPORT THEIR 
EVIDENT DESIRE TO LEAVE THE RIG. AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, THE 
DECISION TO MOVE THE RIG ITSELF WAS MADE BY THE CAPTAIN OF 

THE VESSEL ON HIS OWN DECISION IN THE FACE OF ISRAELI 
THREATS. 

- THIS ISSUE OF JURISDICTION IN THE GULF HAS OF COURSE 
EXISTED FOR SOME TIME. WE HAVE LEFT THE ISRAELIS IN NO 
DOUBT THAT WE DISAGREE WITH THEIR POSITION AND WE HAVE 
INSISTED WITH THEM THAT AMOCO BE PERMITTED TO CONDUCT 
OPERATIONS IN THAT LOCATION, WHICH WE BELIEVE IS WITHIN 
ITS RIGHTS TO DO. WE HAVE TOLD THE ISRAELIS IN 
PARTICULAR THAT OUR VIEW CONCERNING THE SO-CALLED MEDIAN 
LINE DIFFERS FROM THEIRS. OUR LAWYERS TELL US THAT THE 
LEGAL SITUATION IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR, AND THIS WILL OF 
COURSE INCREASE THE DIFFICULTY OF OBTAINING SATISFACTORY 
RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. 

I ASSURE YOU THAT WE ARE NONETHELESS CONTINUING TO 
PRESS THE ISRAELIS STRONGLY TO CEASE THEIR INTERFERENCE 
WITH AMOCO AND TO PERMIT THE OPERATION TO GO FORWARD. 

WE HAVE TOLD THEM THAT WE WILL NOT ACCEPT THE SITUATION 
IN WHICH AN AMERICAN FIRM IS PREVENTED FROM CARRYING OUT 
ITS LEGAL OPERATIONS. 

- I WILL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOU ON THIS QUESTION AS 
DEVELOPMENTS MAY INDICATE. I WILL BE AWAY IN EUROPE AND 
PROBABLY AFRICA FOR A WEEK OR TWO, AND I LOOK FORWARD TO 
SEEING YOU IN THE UNITED STATES SHORTLY AFTER MY RETURN. 
WITH WARM REGARDS, SINCERELY, HENRY A. KISSINGER. 

END TEXT. ROBINSON 
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